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Imagine for a moment
you are a young parent and just
learned that your three  -month -
old daughter, Addie, is hearing
impaired. You live in Springfield,
Kentucky, which means the clos-
est and best services for your
child are an hour away at Lexing-
ton Hearing & Speech Center.

Now, on top of the obvious
feelings of loss and concern you
are experiencing,
worried, wondering how can your
family travel to Lexington eight
to ten times for her audiology
appointments over the next
year? How will you ever get that
much time off from work? How
can you possibly afford to make
these trips with gas prices like
they are? How can you afford
not to make the trip?

At Lexington Hearing &
Speech Center we are proud that
while we make Lexington our
home, we serve the entire Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. How-
ever, having served children and
adults from more than 50 Ken-
tucky counties last year we also

recognize that getting here is-
nét al ways easy.
we work so hard to ensure that

our clientsoé6 ti me

time well spent.

This spring that task got a
lot easier, thanks to a grant
from the Keeneland Association
to purchase a Verifit Hearing
Instrument Fitting System.
Equi pping LHSCG6s
with this new equipment will
greatly reduce the number of
visits that families need to
make to LHSC. Because the
digital Verifit System uses live
speech to verify
hearing aids are presenting just
the right amount of loudness in
the actual ear, the trial & error
approach to hearing aid fittings
will be eliminated. This gives
our audiologists the technology
to make the right adjustments
for even our youngest patients,
like three -month -old Addie,
from the very first fitting.

On behalf of the staff and
board of directors of LHSC |
want to thank the Keeneland
Association and its patrons for
making the purchase possible,
which will mak e
lives immeasurably better. For
the staff here at LHSC that
means we are one step closer
to our goal of making sure that
no one falls through the cracks
and becomes defined by their
communication disorder.
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Alumni Update

Alex was just over two
months old the first time
we walked into Lexington
Hearing & Speech Center.
This first visit to LHSC was
filled with uncertainty and
anxiety. Would our baby
need hearing aids, could
he hear anything we were
saying? Yet, from the
moment we stepped into
the waiting room until the
day he graduated from
preschool, we felt at
home & and continue to
feel at home. The entire
staff was so reassuring
and gentle (especially with
Mommy and Daddy) the
first time we put hearing
aids on Alex.  With great
persistence from the audi-
ologist, he received a FM
system as a toddler from
First Steps which was quite
the challenge.

From the time Alex was
2 months old, we have
been fortunate to access

0 Alex Ansley

every service/program at the
Lexington Hearing & Speech
Center: audiology, speech
therapy, preschool and day
care. With your expertise and
willingness to advocate for our
child, Alex literally became
the poster child for early de-
tection and intervention as his
story was included at the
CDC's Early Hearing Loss De-
tection & Intervention Confer-
ence in Atlanta, GA.

Now as | write this, Alex is
almost finished with first -
grade! It seems like yester-
day we were in parent confer-
ence with Mrs. Jo. We are so
proud that he is an avid
reader (his reading compre-
hension is at the end of 2
grade). He has been in the
chess club the past two years
and loves to play all sports,
right now its baseball.

nd

Due to years of intensive
speech & language therapy
and access to a wonderful

Alex ready for his first day of school

team of audiologists & teach-
ers, Alex is confident and ex-
celling in school. When | told
him about this article, he
asked if we could e -mail Mrs.

Jo his current report card. He

is excelling in every subject,
heds hasodayg
we pull it out to review just

how great he is doing in

school.

when

There is something so spe-
cial about a place that has
impacted how we live each
day. | truly believe in and
cherish the staff at LHSC for
their encouragement and love
for our family.

More photos from Frankel Hall of Fame Dinner & Indcution Ceremony

John Milward, King Offutt, Joy Kiser, Rich BrooksJean Stafford

Reed Polk, ?? Midkiff, Jane Polk, Tom Arkon?

Visit us on the web at www.lhscky.org
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